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tary dress. This work used to be shown at the State
House in Boston*

Of the many painted portraits of Washington,
those by Gilbert Stuart have come to be accepted as
authentic; especially the head in the painting which
hung in the Boston Athenaeum as a pendant to that
of Martha Washington, and is now in the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts. But as I remarked earlier, the
fact that none of the painters indicate the very strong
marks of smallpox (which he took on his trip to Bar-
bados) on Washington's face creates a natural suspi-
cion as to accuracy in detail of any of the portraits.
Perhaps the divergence among them is not greater
than that among those of Mary, Queen of Scots, and
indicates only the marked incapacity of some of the
painters who did them. We are certainly justified in
saying that Washington's features varied consider-
ably from his early prime to the days when he was
President. We have come to talk about him as an
old man because from the time when he was sixty
years old he frequently used that expression himself;
although, as he died at sixty-seven, he was never
really "an old man." One wonders whether those
who lived among pioneer conditions said and hon-
estly believed that they were old at the time when,
as we think, middle age would hardly have begun.
Thus Abraham Lincoln writes of himself as a patri*ton was represented in mill-derstand what a task it must have been for
